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1 Introduction

� Objective: describe the situation of institutional 
repositories in Spain. 

� We also monitor the situation of OA policies and 
journal copyright conditions, which are two of the 
most important factors for increasing the contents 
of a repository. 
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of a repository. 
� The report has a descriptive orientation. 
� This contribution reflects the activity of our 

research group (Open Access to Science in Spain) 
(UB, UV and CSIC). 

� Our portal: http://www.accesoabierto.net



Figure 1. Portal 
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2 Repositories

� Background
• The first open-access repository in Spain was TDX 

(Tesis Doctorals en Xarxa or Online Doctoral Theses), 
created by the Consortium of Academic Libraries of 
Catalonia (CBUC) in 2001 for the archiving of doctoral 
theses. 
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� Sources
• BuscaRepositorios
• OpenDOAR 
• ROAR 
• Results of a survey of managers of Spanish open-access 

institutional repositories (Melero et al, 2009).
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2.1 Number

� Around 60 repositories
• BuscaRepositorios: 60
• OpenDOAR: 61
• ROAR: 64

� Situation with respect to other countries (Source: ROAR)
• USA: 303
• United Kingdom: 164
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• United Kingdom: 164
• Germany: 108
• Japan: 75
• Brazil: 70
• Spain: 64
• Canada: 52
• …
Note: Differences between OpenDOAR and ROAR with Brazil and 

Australia.
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2.2 Organizations

� Universities and research centres are predominant 
among the institutions that have created 
repositories.

� Universities: 68% 
� Consortia (CBUC): 10% 
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� Consortia (CBUC): 10% 
� Other: 22%

(Source: BuscaRepositorios)
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2.3 Year of creation 

� The vast majority of repositories are fairly new, with 
37% being created since 2009 and 57% in the last 
2,5 years.

� Distribution per year
• 2001: 1
• 2004: 2
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• 2004: 2
• 2005: 5
• 2006: 8
• 2007: 12
• 2008: 12
• 2009: 21
• 2010: 1
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2.4 Content types

� Journal articles and theses are predominant 
among the documents included in the repositories.

� This two types are the main channel for 
dissemination of scientific information. 

� Similarity with international situation.
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Figure 2. Content types (OpenDOAR) 
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2.4 Content types (ii)

� Learning objects haven’t a high presence in 
Spanish repositories. The proportion is similar to 
the international situation (15%).

� We can distinguish between educational 
repositories (MDX, for example) and non-specific 
repositories. 
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repositories. 
� In this second case we have to cite: O2 (UOC), 

UPCommons, Dipòsit Digital de la UB, DDD (UAB), 
ACCEDA, DUGI-DOC, GREDOS, RUA, DADUN, 
etc. which include learning objects with other types 
of documents.

� The number of LO in repositories is low.
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2.5 Software

� Dspace (61%) is clearly the predominant 
technology platform, far ahead of the others. 

� This is different from the situation internationally, 
where DSpace represents only 33%.

� Developing gateways with other platforms (virtual 
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� Developing gateways with other platforms (virtual 
campus, OCW, library system, etc.).
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Figure 3. Software (OpenDOAR)
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2.6 Services providers

� There are two service providers 
(harvesters/aggregators). 

� Hispana 
• Created by the Ministry of Culture in 2006.
• Not only academic information (press, archives, etc.).
• http://hispana.mcu.es/es/inicio/inicio.cmd
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• http://hispana.mcu.es/es/inicio/inicio.cmd

� Recolecta
• Created jointly by the Spanish Academic Library Network 

(REBIUN) and the Spanish Science and Technology 
Foundation (FECYT) in 2008.

• Spanish scientific publications.
• http://www.recolecta.net
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2.7 Visibility

� Three Spanish institutional repositories in Top 50.
• UPC (24)
• UAB (31)
• CSIC (43)
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� Source: 
• Ranking web of world repositories 

(http://repositories.webometrics.info/)
• Created by Cybermetrics Lab (CSIC)



Figure 4. Ranking Web of Repositories
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2.8 Some considerations

� There are many repositories in Spain. 
� Nevertheless, the materials deposited are far from 

including the whole scientific production of the 
institutions. Increasing the number of documents 
has to be the first priority. 

� Educational repositories and learning objects have 
a secondary role (no specific repositories, low 
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� Educational repositories and learning objects have 
a secondary role (no specific repositories, low 
number of collections, etc.).

� Opinion of repository managers:
• Institutional policies regarding self-archiving and services 

created on top of repositories were the most relevant 
priorities. 

• Source: Study of Spanish institutional repositories based 
on surveys of the managers (Melero et al, 2009). 
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3 Increasing content

� Promote open access policies in institutions, mainly 
universities.

� Know the copyright conditions of the papers 
published in the journals.

� The effectiveness of these actions in learning 
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� The effectiveness of these actions in learning 
objects (probably) will not be very high. 
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3.1 OA policies

� Open-access policies pursue two main objectives: 
• to help researchers to archive their publications in 

repositories and,
• to encourage them to publish in open-access journals. 

� Mandate policies are clearly the most effective 
(Pinfield, 2005).
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(Pinfield, 2005).
• Although in a general sense, one must also consider 

service creation, communication and dissemination, 
economic incentives and institutional coordination. 

� We will refer only to mandates, at present the main 
actions carried out in Spain.
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3.1 OA policies (ii)

Three mandates:
� The universities of the Community of Madrid (the 

Complutense University, the Carlos III University, 
the Rey Juan Carlos University and the University 
of Alcalá) jointly with the Spanish National 
University for Distance Education (UNED) and the 

Institutional repositories in Spain (Barcelona, 24/03/2010)

University for Distance Education (UNED) and the 
CSIC (2008).

• Results of research funded by them.

� The Principality of Asturias (2009).
� Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya (2009).

• All documents published by academic staff.
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3.1 OA policies (iii)

� Spanish government
• The provisional draft of the Science and Technology Law 

includes a section on open-access to science (“Chapter 
III, Article 35. Open-Access Publication”) which 
encourages the creation and development of repositories 
and open-access dissemination of publicly-funded 
research outcomes. 
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research outcomes. 

� Catalan government
• In the framework of the Inter-University Council of 

Catalonia, the Catalan universities have approved a 
document expressing their support for open access 
through several measures (dissemination, mandates, 
etc.) that will be put into practice in the period 2009-2011.
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Figure 5. Directory of policies
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Figure 6. Example of a record
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3.2 Copyright

� ROMEO is a service for academic authors and 
repository managers around the world that 
summarises publishers' policies and copyright 
transfer agreements relating to open access 
archiving. 

� This database includes very few Spanish academic 
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� This database includes very few Spanish academic 
journals. For this reason we have created Dulcinea. 

� Currently Dulcinea’s database contains 1.012 
records of Spanish journals (bibliographic data, 
access policies, self-archiving policies, etc.).
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Figure 7. Dulcinea
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Figure 8. Example of a journal’s record 
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4 Conclusions

� Spain is advancing in the creation of infrastructures 
that facilitate open access. 

• High number of repositories and a good position in 
international context.

• But …the number of repositories with learning objects is 
not very high.

• But …the content of the existing repositories must now 
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• But …the content of the existing repositories must now 
be increased.

� It’s necessary to adopt institutional policies for 
promoting open access.

� Few policies are in place. It is good news that there 
will be a chapter on open access in the future 
Spanish Science Law.
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